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S. 2107 

At the request of Mr. GRAMM, the 
name of the Senator from Wyoming 
(Mr. ENZI) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 2107, a bill to amend the Securities 
Act of 1933 and the Securities Exchange 
Act of 1934 to reduce securities fees in 
excess of those required to fund the op-
erations of the Securities and Ex-
change Commission, to adjust com-
pensation provisions for employees of 
the Commission, and for other pur-
poses. 

S. 2217 
At the request of Mr. CAMPBELL, the 

name of the Senator from Arizona (Mr. 
KYL) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
2217, a bill to require the Secretary of 
the Treasury to mint coins in com-
memoration of the National Museum of 
the American Indian of the Smithso-
nian Institution, and for other pur-
poses. 

S. 2311 
At the request of Mr. KENNEDY, the 

name of the Senator from Oregon (Mr. 
WYDEN) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
2311, a bill to revise and extend the 
Ryan White CARE Act programs under 
title XXVI of the Public Health Service 
Act, to improve access to health care 
and the quality of health care under 
such programs, and to provide for the 
development of increased capacity to 
provide health care and related support 
services to individuals and families 
with HIV disease, and for other pur-
poses. 

S. 2408 
At the request of Mr. BINGAMAN, the 

names of the Senator from Georgia 
(Mr. CLELAND) and the Senator from 
Virginia (Mr. ROBB) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 2408, a bill to authorize 
the President to award a gold medal on 
behalf of the Congress to the Navajo 
Code Talkers in recognition of their 
contributions to the Nation.

S. 2459 
At the request of Mr. COVERDELL, the 

name of the Senator from Nevada (Mr. 
REID) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
2459, a bill to provide for the award of 
a gold medal on behalf of the Congress 
to former President Ronald Reagan and 
his wife Nancy Reagan in recognition 
of their service to the Nation. 

S. 2539 
At the request of Mr. BAUCUS, his 

name was added as a cosponsor of S. 
2539, a bill to amend the National De-
fense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 
1998 with respect to export controls on 
high performance computers. 

S. 2540 
At the request of Mr. KERREY, the 

name of the Senator from South Da-
kota (Mr. JOHNSON) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2540, a bill to amend the 
Food Security Act of 1985 to require 
the Secretary of Agriculture to estab-
lish a carbon sequestration program to 
permit owners and operators of land to 
enroll the land in the program to in-

crease the sequestration of carbon, and 
for other purposes. 

S. 2546 

At the request of Mr. BOND, the name 
of the Senator from Indiana (Mr. 
LUGAR) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
2546, a bill to amend the Clean Air Act 
to prohibit the use of methyl tertiary 
butyl ether, to provide flexibility with-
in the oxygenate requirement of the re-
formulated gasoline program of the En-
vironmental Protection Agency, to 
promote the use of renewable ethanol, 
and for other purposes. 

S. CON. RES. 84 

At the request of Mr. WARNER, the 
name of the Senator from Michigan 
(Mr. ABRAHAM) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. Con. Res. 84, a concurrent res-
olution expressing the sense of Con-
gress regarding the naming of aircraft 
carrier CVN–77, the last vessel of the 
historic ‘‘Nimitz’’ class of aircraft car-
riers, as the U.S.S. Lexington.

f 

AMENDMENT SUBMITTED 

EXTENDING RETROACTIVE ELIGI-
BILITY DATES IN THE OMNIBUS 
CRIME CONTROL AND SAFE 
STREETS ACT OF 1968

LEAHY AMENDMENT NO. 3147

Mr. BURNS (for Mr. LEAHY) proposed 
an amendment to the bill (S. 1638) to 
amend the Omnibus Crime Control and 
Safe Streets Act of 1968 to extend the 
retroactive eligibility dates for finan-
cial assistance for higher education for 
spouses and dependent children of Fed-
eral, State, and local law enforcement 
officers who are killed in the line of 
duty; as follows:

On page 2, line 10, strike ‘‘May 1, 1978’’ and 
insert ‘‘January 1, 1978’’. 

On page 2, line 12, strike ‘‘October 1, 1978’’ 
and insert ‘‘January 1, 1978’’.

f 

NOTICES OF HEARINGS 

COMMITTEE ON INDIAN AFFAIRS 

Mr. CAMPBELL. Mr. President, I 
would like to announce that the Com-
mittee on Indian Affairs will meet dur-
ing the session of the Senate on 
Wednesday, May 17, 2000, at 2 p.m. to 
conduct an oversight hearing on Imple-
mentation of the Indian Arts and 
Crafts Act, P.L. (101–644). The hearing 
will be held in room 562, Dirksen Sen-
ate Building. Those wishing additional 
information may contact committee 
staff at 202/224–2251. 

COMMITTEE ON INDIAN AFFAIRS 

Mr. CAMPBELL. Mr. President, I 
would like to announce that the Com-
mittee on Indian Affairs will meet dur-
ing the session of the Senate on 
Wednesday, May 17, 2000, at 2 p.m. to 
conduct a hearing on S. 1148, to provide 
for the Yankton Sioux Tribe and the 

Santee Sioux Tribe of Nebraska certain 
benefits of the Missouri River Pick-
Sloan Project and S. 1658, to authorize 
the construction of a Reconciliation 
Place in Fort Pierre, South Dakota. 
The hearing will be held in the Com-
mittee room, 485 Russell Senate Build-
ing. Those wishing additional informa-
tion may contact committee staff at 
202/224–2251. 

f 

COMMEMORATING AND ACKNOWL-
EDGING THE DEDICATION AND 
SACRIFICE MADE BY THE MEN 
AND WOMEN WHO HAVE LOST 
THEIR LIVES WHILE SERVING AS 
LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS 

Mr. BURNS. Madam President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Judiciary 
Committee be discharged from further 
consideration of S. Res. 247, and the 
Senate then proceed to its immediate 
consideration. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. The clerk 
will report the resolution by title. 

The assistant legislative clerk read 
as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 247) commemorating 
and acknowledging the dedication and sac-
rifice made by the men and women who have 
lost their lives while serving as law enforce-
ment officers.

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. LEAHY. Madam President, we 
need to do a better job supporting our 
federal law enforcement officers and 
our State and local law enforcement of-
ficers. This is National Police Week 
and today was the National Peace Offi-
cers’ Memorial Service in which we re-
membered another 139 federal, State 
and local officers who died in the line 
of duty. I commend Senator CAMPBELL 
for introducing S. Res. 247 back in Jan-
uary. I am sorry that the Judiciary 
Committee did not take it up and re-
port it before today, but am supportive 
of his efforts and agreed to discharge 
the Committee, so as not to miss to-
day’s activities. 

As someone who served in law en-
forcement for 8 years as the Chittenden 
County State’s Attorney, I respect and 
admire those who devote their careers 
to public safety. I took issue with the 
extreme rhetoric that some have re-
cently used to attack our Federal law 
enforcement officers who helped return 
Elian Gonzalez to his father. 

For example, one of the Republican 
leaders in the House of Representatives 
was quoted as calling the officers of the 
U.S. Immigration and Naturalization 
Service, the U.S. Border Patrol, and 
the U.S. Marshals Service: ‘‘jack-boot-
ed thugs.’’ And the Republican Mayor 
of New York City, who is seeking elec-
tion to this body, called these dedi-
cated public servants: ‘‘storm troop-
ers.’’ This extreme rhetoric only serves 
to degrade federal law enforcement of-
ficers in the eyes of the public. 
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Let none of us in the Congress, or 

who are seeking to serve in Congress, 
contribute to an atmosphere of dis-
respect for law enforcement officers. 
No matter what your opinion of the 
law enforcement action in South Flor-
ida, we should all agree that these law 
enforcement officers were following or-
ders and putting their lives on the line, 
which they do everyday. Let us treat 
law enforcement officers with the re-
spect that is essential to their pre-
serving the peace and protecting the 
public. 

This harsh rhetoric by Republican 
public officials reminds me of similar 
harsh rhetoric used in April 1995, when 
the NRA sent out a fund-raising letter 
calling federal law enforcement officers 
‘‘jack-booted thugs’’ who wear ‘‘Nazi 
bucket helmets and black storm troop-
er uniforms.’’ President George Bush 
was correctly outraged by this NRA 
rhetoric and resigned from the NRA in 
protest. President Bush wrote to the 
NRA: ‘‘Your broadside against federal 
agents deeply offends my own sense of 
decency and honor. . . . It indirectly 
slanders a wide array of government 
law enforcement officials, who are out 
there, day and night, laying their lives 
on the line for all of us.’’ I praised 
President Bush in 1995 for his actions 
and again recently. 

President Bush was right. This harsh 
rhetoric of calling federal law enforce-
ment officers ‘‘jack-booted thugs’’ and 
‘‘storm troopers’’ should offend our 
sense of decency and honor. It is highly 
offensive and did not belong in any 
public debate on the reunion of Elian 
Gonzalez with his father, either. We are 
fortunate to have dedicated women and 
men throughout Federal law enforce-
ment in this country who do a tremen-
dous job under difficult circumstances. 
They are examples of the hard-working 
public servants that make up the fed-
eral government, who are too often ma-
ligned and unfairly disparaged. These 
are people with children and parents 
and friends. They deserve our respect, 
not personal insults. 

In countless incidents across the 
country everyday, federal law enforce-
ment officers, who are sworn to protect 
the public and enforce the law, are in 
danger. These law enforcement officers 
deserve our thanks and our respect. 
They do not deserve to be called ‘‘jack-
booted thugs’’ and ‘‘storm troopers.’’ 

I went to the Senate floor in the 
wake of those comments to join the 
Federal Law Enforcement Officers As-
sociation in condemning these insults 
against our nation’s law enforcement 
officers. Any public official who used 
this harsh rhetoric owes our Federal 
law enforcement officers an apology. I 
regret that members of the majority 
party have not followed President 
Bush’s example and, likewise, con-
demned that extreme rhetoric. 

This week is an annual occasion in 
which we pause to remember the fed-

eral, State and local officers who gave 
their lives in the line of duty over the 
past year. It is a difficult week and an 
important week. It should be a produc-
tive week, as well. 

I said last week at the Judiciary 
Committee Business Meeting that the 
Committee should be taking up and re-
porting S. 2413, the bill that Senator 
CAMPBELL and I introduced to improve 
our Bulletproof Vest Grant Partnership 
Act by reauthorizing the program for 
another 3 years, raising the annual ap-
propriation to $50 million and guaran-
teeing to jurisdictions with popu-
lations less than 100,000 a fair share of 
these resources. This program has been 
very helpful in offering federal assist-
ance to help protect State and local of-
ficers in concrete ways. It is an ex-
traordinarily successful program and it 
should be extended and expanded. I 
thank President Clinton for his support 
and for calling for enactment of this 
measure during his remarks at the Na-
tional Peace Officers’ Memorial Serv-
ice today. I hope that when the Com-
mittee meets later this week, Senator 
HATCH will see fit to include this meas-
ure on the agenda and that the Com-
mittee will act favorably on it. 

In addition, I look forward to enact-
ing additional measures that protect 
and assist State and local law enforce-
ment. In particular, I was extremely 
disappointed last year when an anony-
mous Republican objection prevented 
S. 521, my bill to improve the Bullet-
proof Vest Grant Partnership Act, from 
passing. This bill would allow the At-
torney General to waive or reduce the 
matching fund requirement for assist-
ing poor and rural law enforcement 
units to provide this life-saving equip-
ment to officers and prevent injury and 
death. I cannot understand why anyone 
would want to oppose that effort. 

Finally, I am disappointed that the 
Congress has not taken final action on 
the Public Medal of Valor Act, S. 39, 
championed by Senator STEVENS. The 
awarding of a medal for extraordinary 
valor shown by law enforcement offi-
cers every year would be a good way to 
draw attention to the service provided 
every day by officers all across this 
country. That bill passed the Senate a 
year ago by unanimous consent. I co-
sponsored the bill along with 28 others. 
For the past year, the House has not 
found the time to pass it. Today the 
President announced that he will ex-
plore ways to proceed to honor valor by 
our public safety officers through exec-
utive action if Congress continues to 
stall action on this bill. I hope that 
Congress will finally act on S. 39 this 
week and send it to the President for 
his signature. 

These are just a few of the important 
legislative matters that the Congress 
should address to help our federal and 
state law enforcement officers. We 
should strive for constructive action 
rather than half-baked rhetoric. 

Mr. GRAMS. Madam President, I rise 
today to honor Federal, State and local 
law enforcement officers who work to 
protect and serve the public on a daily 
basis. I am proud to be a cosponsor of 
S. Res. 247, which designates today as 
‘‘Peace Officers Memorial Day’’ and 
recognizes law enforcement officers 
killed or disabled in the line of duty. 

During National Police Week, law en-
forcement officers in all fifty states 
will pay tribute to their fellow officers 
who lost their lives in the line of duty. 
According to the National Law En-
forcement Officers Memorial Fund, ap-
proximately 130 law enforcement offi-
cers lost their lives in 1999 while pro-
tecting the public. In my home state, 
187 Minnesota law enforcement officers 
have died in the line of duty since 1914. 
Most recently, the name of Minnesota 
State Patrol Corporal Timothy Bowe 
was added to the National Law En-
forcement Officers Memorial. Sadly, 
more than 14,000 law enforcement offi-
cers paid this ultimate sacrifice during 
the 20th Century. I am honored to pay 
tribute to the men and women who 
demonstrated extraordinary bravery 
while caring for our families and com-
munities. 

I would also like to note the extraor-
dinary sacrifice of families who have 
lost a son, daughter, spouse, parent, or 
relative who was slain while per-
forming their police duties. We honor 
the memory of these officers by pro-
viding for the families that they have 
left behind. When I think about these 
families, I am reminded of the inscrip-
tion on the wall of the National Law 
Enforcement Officers Memorial—‘‘In 
valor there is hope.’’ 

I am very pleased that the Senate is 
continuing its efforts to provide sup-
port for the families of law enforce-
ment officers killed in the line of duty. 
Specifically, I have cosponsored S. 1638, 
legislation introduced by Senator JOHN 
ASHCROFT that would retroactively 
provide financial assistance for higher 
education to the spouses and children 
of federal, state, and local law enforce-
ment officers killed in the line of duty. 
Current law provides that the depend-
ants of federal law enforcement officers 
killed in the line of duty after May 1, 
1992, are eligible for this assistance. 
Dependants of state and local law en-
forcement officers killed in the line of 
duty after October 1, 1997, are also eli-
gible. This legislation would change 
these dates to May 1, 1978, for federal 
law enforcement officers and October 1, 
1978, for state and local law enforce-
ment officers. 

This important legislation, endorsed 
by the Fraternal Order of Police and 
the Federal Law Enforcement Officers 
Association, builds upon police benefits 
legislation that passed the 104th and 
105th Congress with my strong support. 
Since 1995, we have enacted the Federal 
Law Enforcement Dependants Assist-
ance Act of 1996, the Public Safety Offi-
cers Educational Assistance Act of 1998 
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and the Care for Police Survivors Act 
of 1998. These laws help to support the 
families of our law enforcement offi-
cers and keep alive the memory of 
these brave and heroic men and 
women. 

During National Police Week, I join 
all Minnesotans in honoring the mem-
ory of slain law enforcement officers 
and their contributions to promoting 
public safety throughout our commu-
nities. 

Mr. BURNS. Madam President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the resolution 
be agreed to, the preamble be agreed 
to, the motion to reconsider be laid 
upon the table, and, finally, that any 
statements in relation to the resolu-
tion be printed in the RECORD. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 247) was 
agreed to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
The resolution, with its preamble, 

reads as follows:
S. RES. 247

Whereas the well-being of all citizens of 
this country is preserved and enhanced as a 
direct result of the vigilance and dedication 
of law enforcement personnel; 

Whereas more than 700,000 men and 
women, at great risk to their personal safe-
ty, presently serve their fellow citizens in 
their capacity as guardians of peace; 

Whereas peace officers are the front line in 
preserving our children’s right to receive an 
education in a crime-free environment, 
which is all too often threatened by the in-
sidious fear caused by violence in schools; 

Whereas 134 peace officers lost their lives 
in the performance of their duty in 1999, and 
a total of nearly 15,000 men and women have 
now made that supreme sacrifice; 

Whereas every year 1 in 9 officers is as-
saulted, 1 in 25 officers is injured, and 1 in 
4,400 officers is killed in the line of duty; and 

Whereas, on May 15, 2000, more than 15,000 
peace officers are expected to gather in our 
Nation’s Capital to join with the families of 
their recently fallen comrades to honor them 
and all others before them: Now, therefore, 
be it

Resolved, That the Senate—
(1) recognizes May 15, 2000, as Peace Offi-

cers Memorial Day, in honor of Federal, 
State, and local officers killed or disabled in 
the line of duty; and 

(2) calls upon the people of the United 
States to observe this day with appropriate 
ceremonies and respect. 

Mr. BURNS. Madam President, I wel-
come our law enforcement officers to 
town. There are quite a few of them. 
They have a memorial at Judiciary 
Square here in town. They are ac-
knowledging those young men and 
women who have fallen in the line of 
duty. 

f 

OMNIBUS CRIME CONTROL AND 
SAFE STREETS ACT AMENDMENTS 

Mr. BURNS. Madam President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of Calendar No. 434, S. 1638. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the bill by title. 

The assistant legislative clerk read 
as follows:

A bill (S. 1638) to amend the Omnibus 
Crime Control and Safe Streets Act of 1968 to 
extend the retroactive eligibility dates for fi-
nancial assistance for higher education for 
spouses and dependent children of Federal, 
State, and local law enforcement officers 
who are killed in the line of duty.

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the bill. 

AMENDMENT NO. 3147 
(Purpose: To further extend the retroactive 

eligibility dates to January 1, 1978) 
Mr. BURNS. Madam President, Sen-

ator LEAHY has an amendment at the 
desk, and I ask for its immediate con-
sideration. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the amendment. 

The assistant legislative clerk read 
as follows:

The Senator from Montana [Mr. BURNS] for 
Mr. LEAHY, proposes an amendment num-
bered 3147.

The amendment is as follows:
On page 2, line 10, strike ‘‘May 1, 1978’’ and 

insert ‘‘January 1, 1978’’. 
On page 2, line 12, strike ‘‘October 1, 1978’’ 

and insert ‘‘January 1, 1978’’.

Mr. LEAHY. Madam President, I 
know that Senator ROBB strongly sup-
ports this bill and I was glad to work 
with him and Senator ASHCROFT to ex-
pedite Judiciary Committee action in 
February and finally to achieve Senate 
consideration today. 

I support extending the educational 
assistance benefits to the families of 
public safety officers who died in the 
line of duty. I supported those efforts 
when we acted for federal officers’ fam-
ilies back in 1996 and when we extended 
those benefits to State and local offi-
cers’ families in 1998. 

A number of us joined with Senator 
SPECTER and Senator KOHL back in 1996 
to pass the Federal Law Enforcement 
Dependents Assistance Act. Our efforts 
grew out of the Ruby Ridge investiga-
tion and our shared concern to help the 
family of U.S. Marshal Bill Degan and 
the families of others killed in the line 
of duty. 

At the time we were unable to gain 
the consensus needed to authorize 
these education benefits to State and 
local law enforcement officers. Some 
thought that would cost too much. We 
came back in 1997 and 1998 and were 
able to pass the Public Safety Officers 
Educational Benefits Assistance Act to 
extend these educational benefits to 
State and local public safety officers. 
We were led in that effort by Senators 
SPECTER and BIDEN. 

I am delighted to see these benefits 
expanded further by extending them 
retroactively by this bill, S. 1638. We 
were told in February that the esti-
mated cost of this expansion would be 
$125 million. Since then we have re-
ceived a significantly revised estimate 
from the CBO greatly diminishing the 
estimated costs. I do not know whether 

CBO was wrong in February or is wrong 
now, but I commend Senator ASHCROFT 
and all the sponsors of this measure for 
their willingness to make this invest-
ment and authorize these payments. 

I have said that rather than move the 
eligibility dates back approximately 
between 14 and 19 years, we should con-
sider removing them altogether. I do 
not want some to be penalized by the 
arbitrary selection of the eligibility 
date. In this regard I have urged an 
amendment to take the eligibility 
dates back to at least January 1978, in 
order to cover at least one, and pos-
sibly more, Vermont families who suf-
fered the loss of a family member who 
was a public safety officer earlier that 
year. The family of Arnold Magoon, a 
Vermont game warden, should not be 
penalized again because he died on 
April 27 and not after May 1 or October 
1 of 1978. 

I said in February when the com-
mittee considered this measure that I 
would be working to speed its passage 
and to help it achieve its goal of mak-
ing these assistance payments as com-
prehensive as possible. As soon as the 
majority got around to suggesting con-
sideration of this matter on Wednes-
day, May 10, I cleared it for consider-
ation so that we could proceed. 

In addition, I look forward to enact-
ing additional measures that protect 
and assist State and local law enforce-
ment. In particular, I was extremely 
disappointed last year when an anony-
mous Republican objection prevented 
S. 521, my bill to improve the Bullet-
proof Vest Grant Partnership Act, from 
passing. This bill would allow the At-
torney General to waive or reduce the 
matching fund requirement for assist-
ing poor and rural law enforcement 
units to provide this life-saving equip-
ment to officers and prevent injury and 
death. I cannot understand why anyone 
would want to oppose that effort. 

This year, in addition, I have joined 
again with Senator CAMPBELL to intro-
duce S. 2413 to improve our Bulletproof 
Vest Grant Partnership Act by reau-
thorizing the program for another 3 
years, raising the annual appropriation 
to $50 million and guaranteeing to ju-
risdictions with populations less than 
100,000 a fair share of these resources. 
Senator HATCH has joined us as a co-
sponsor of our measure. 

I hope that the Judiciary Committee 
and the Senate will act on these meas-
ures without additional delay, as well. 

Mr. BURNS. Madam President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the amend-
ment be agreed to. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The amendment (No. 3147) was agreed 
to. 

Mr. BURNS. Madam President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the bill be 
read a third time, and passed, the mo-
tion to reconsider be laid upon the 
table, without any intervening action, 

VerDate jul 14 2003 08:50 Sep 17, 2004 Jkt 029102 PO 00000 Frm 00021 Fmt 0686 Sfmt 0634 E:\BR00\S15MY0.000 S15MY0


		Superintendent of Documents
	2016-07-05T11:19:05-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




